Macbeth, Act II Quiz

Choose the best answer:

1. When Banquo says he dreamed about the three weird sisters, Macbeth says

a. he thinks about them often.      b. they still come to see him.    c. he does not think about them.     d. he wants to forget all about the prophecy.

2. As Macbeth goes to kill Duncan, he imagines

a. that he sees a dagger in front of his eyes.   b. how it will feel to become king.   

c. that Duncan will be summoned to hell.     d. how Lady Macbeth will praise him for his courage.

3. Lady Macbeth places the grooms’ daggers beside them and smears the grooms with blood because

a. she has just killed the both of them.     b. she wants Malcolm to blamed for their deaths.   c. Macbeth is too injured to do it himself.   d. Macbeth is afraid to do it himself.

4. Duncan’s body is discovered by

a. Macbeth’s servant.     b. Lennox.     c. Macduff.    d. Malcolm.

5. Duncan’s sons leave Macbeth’s castle because they

a. know they will be blamed for the king’s death.  b. fear they will be the next to be murdered.   c. are trying to catch the person whom they believe murdered their father.

d. Macbeth advises them to do so.

6. The dagger that Macbeth sees in his Scene 1 soliloquy

a. was given to him by his wife.        b. is part of a hallucination.
c. has already been used to kill Duncan.        D. is lost in the confusion.

7. When Macbeth talks agitatedly about the murders, Lady Macbeth urges him to

a. run away immediately     b. kill the witnesses        c. try not to dwell on it    

d. pray for his salvation  

8. The porter’s cursing is ironic because

a. he invokes the devil without knowing about the crime.

b. he conveys that nothing is amiss.

c. he takes so long to answer the door that Macbeth escapes unnoticed.

d. Macbeth does not expect royal visitors.

9. Banquo meets with the other nobles in order to

a. discover the purpose of the murder     b. ensure that Macbeth will become king

c. protect his son from the murderer      d. talk to Macbeth about the witches

10. The natural disturbances that continue all night—including the screaming and murdering owl, chimneys being blown down, and Duncan’s horses turning wild—symbolize 

a. the inevitable chaos of a terrible storm     b. a coming war with a neighboring

country    c. the evil of Macbeth’s deeds    d. the imminent flight of the king’s sons

Vocabulary

Choose the best word:

a. plight      b. rapt      c. surmises     d. chastise     e. chalices

11. In order to ______d____ the sailor’s wife who denied her chestnuts, the witch decides to torment the husband.

12. Lady Macbeth plans to leave Duncan’s chamberlains ___e______ of drugged wine to make sure that they would be drunk and sleepy.

13. Macbeth ____c___ that not all “Neptune’s ocean [will] wash this blood/ Clean from [his] hand.”
14. When their father is murdered, Malcolm and Donalbain quickly realize their ____a___ and flee Scotland.

15. Macbeth gives _____b____ attention to the voice that cries: “Sleep no more!”

 a. brandish    b. corporal    c. peerless   d. impedes      e. recompense

16. The innocent Duncan considered Macbeth to be a ____c_ kinsman.

17. The soldiers _____a__ their swords as they face their enemy.

18. That Duncan resembles her father __d___ Lady Macbeth’s murderous intentions.

19. As the time of the murder draws near, Macbeth’s mind leaves the ___b____ world for the world of illusion.

20. Duncan bestows upon Macbeth the title of Thane of Cawdor as ________e_______ for his bravery in battle.

True and False (A for true, B for false)

21. During the murder, Lady Macbeth hears an owl scream. T
22. Lady Macbeth says that “a little water” will clear them of their deed. T
23. The porter pretends that he is opening the gate to hell. T
24. When Lady Macbeth returns to Duncan’s chamber, she kills the guards. F
25. Both Ross and Macduff go to Scone to see Macbeth crowned as king. F 
Macbeth Act 1 Quiz
Directions:  Mark the letter of the best answer on your scantron.  (3 pts. each)

1. Macbeth first appeared in the play as a successful (a) general (b) nobleman

(c) captain (d) king

2. The witches prophesied that Macbeth would be all of the following except: 

(a) thane of Cawdor (b) thane of Glamis  (c) King of Scotland  (d) Duke of York

3. In the first scene, the witches say that “fair is foul and foul is fair.” This means all of the following except:   a. the witches do not make any sense.  b. reality can be different from appearance.   c. one cannot trust too easily.  d. the witches like to trick people.

4. Lady Macbeth learned of the prophecy of the witches from (a) a letter from Macbeth  (b) a messenger of the king  (c)  Macbeth himself  (d)  Banquo himself

5.  Lady Macbeth eagerly welcomed Duncan to the castle because (a) she was very fond of him  (b)  she knew he would give her a handsome present  (c) she thought  she could protect him from Macbeth  (d) she thought it would provide her and Macbeth an opportunity to murder him.

6. The person  chiefly responsible for planning the murder was (a) Macbeth  

(b) Lady Macbeth (c) Banquo  (d)   Malcolm

7. Macbeth  was finally persuaded to commit the murder of Duncan by (a) his wife’s insistence (b) his fear of Donalbain, (c) his second visit to the witches 

(d) Banquo’s comments

8. When Lady Macbeth hears of the prophesies, she does all these things except:

a. call on the evil spirits to unsex her and fill her with cruelty.

b. plan to poison Duncan at dinner.

c. call on darkness to cover her evil deeds.

d. tell her husband to look innocent.

9. The three witches represent 

a. good fortune




b. death

c. the holiness of the play

d. temptation

10. Why is a thane executed within the first act of the play?

a. For losing a battle

b. For murdering his wife

c. For murdering the king

d. For committing treason

11. How does King Duncan choose to reward Macbeth during their first encounter in the play?

a. He awards him the title Thane of Glamis

b. He awards him the title Prince of Cumberland
c. He awards him the title Thane of Cawdor

d. He awards him the title Thane of Forres

12. During their first encounter, how do Macbeth and Banquo describe the witches?

a. As bearded men

b. As beautiful women

c. As snakes

d. As lechers
13. All of the statements about the witches are true except:
a. They can control the weather.

b. They can make a person act.

c. They can expose what is in a person’s heart.

d. They are malicious.

14. Lady Macbeth characterizes her husband as  

a. A strong noble man

b. A bit of a lunatic

c. A weakling

d. A prince 

15. According to the murder plot who is to be blamed for the king’s death?

a. The porter

b. The guards

c. Lady Macbeth

d. Banquo

16. How long had the king been a house guest prior to his murder?

a. One evening

b. An evening and a day

c. Three days

d. A week

17. Macbeth’s fatal flaw is
a. his excessive pride.
b. his excessive jealousy.
c. his excessive ruthlessness.
d. his excessive ambition.

Which of the following best describes the mood of scene 1, in which the witches

